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Beacon Hill

Beacon Hill School Mission Statement
0The Beacon Hil|ll|l school
caring and stimulating environment where
everyone Is respected and valued. The children
will have every opportunity to achieve in all
aspects of school life and they will understand
t helir responsi bililty as
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Overview and
Philosophy

o Accredited IB School

a Offer the PYP Programme



o Science

eofiScience is Vviewed as

biological, chemical and physical aspects of
the natural world, and the relationships
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exploring content relevant to students, and
transcending the boundaries of the traditional
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Living things
Earth and space
Materials and matter

Forces and energy




Soclal Studies ..

ASocial studies | eanrs g
towards a deeper understanding of

themselves and others, and of their place In
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-, Soclal Studies
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\mé ﬁuman systems and economic activities
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@ Soclal organization and culture
o Continuity and change through time
o Human and natural environments

o Resources and the environment



Overview and Philosophy

Knowledge Significant, relevant content that we wish the students to explore and
know about, taking into consideration their prior experience and understanding.

Concepts Powerful ideas that have relevance within the subject areas but also
transcend them and that students must explore and re-explore in order to develop a
coherent, in-depth understanding.

Skills Those capabillities that the students need to demonstrate to succeed in a
changing, challenging world, which may be disciplinary or transdisciplinary in
nature.

Attitudes Dispositions that are expressions of fundamental values, beliefs and
feelings about learning, the environment and people.

Action Demonstrations of deeper learning in responsible behaviour through
responsible action; a manifestation in practice of the other essential elements.



PYP Transdisciplinary Themes

o Who we are An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal,
physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families,

friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be
human.

o Where we are in place and time An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal
histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of
humankind; the relationships between and the interconnectedness of individuals and
civilizations, from local and global perspectives.

o How we express ourselves An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express
Ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on,
extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.



PYP Transdisciplinary Themes

o How the world works An inquiry into the natural world and its laws; the interaction
between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies; how humans
use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and
technological advances on society and on the environment.

o How we organize ourselves An inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made
systems and communities; the structure and function of organizations; societal
decision-making; economic activities and their impact on humankind and the
environment.

o Sharing the planet An inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share
finite resources with other people and with other living things; communities and the
relationships within and between them; access to equal opportunities; peace and
conflict resolution.



Form

Key gquestion What is it like?

Definition The understanding that everything has a form with recognizable features that
can be observed, identified, described and categorized.

Rationale This concept was selected because the ability to observe, identify, describe
and categorize is fundamental to human learning within and across all disciplines.



PYP Key Concepts
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How does it work? el s % |

The understanding that everything has a purpose, a role or a way of
behaving that can be investigated.

This concept was selected because the ability to analyse function, role,
behaviour and the ways in which things work is fundamental to learning within and
across all disciplines.



PYP Key Concepts

Causation
Why is it like it is?

The understanding that things do not just happen, that there are causal
relationships at work, and that actions have consequences.

This concept was selected because of the importance of prompting students
to ask AWhy?0 and of helping them to rec
and consequences. The analysis of causal relationships is significant within and across
all disciplines.



